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UTAH POLITICAL TRENDS PANEL
SALT LAKE CITY MAYORAL SURVEY - OCTOBER 2019
TOPLINE REPORT



METHODOLOGY DETAILS

n=751
Online interviews fielded October16-22, 2019
Margin of error +- 3.6

In October 2019, 21,333 likely municipal election voters in Salt Lake City were sampled from the state’s file of active registered voters and invited to join in the Salt Lake City pool of the Utah Political Trends Panel–a representative, statewide panel of Utah voters. From this sample, 751 likely voters residing in Salt Lake City completed this survey to join the Panel, resulting in a 3.5% response rate. Survey invitations were sent via email and interviews were completed online.

Before drawing the sample, a model of general election turnout was estimated using age, party registration status, length of registration, permanent absentee status, and past election turnout (one recent general election is used as the “dependent variable,” in this case the 2015 general municipal election). This model produces a sampling pool of registered voters that can be randomly sampled based on their likelihood of voting. A Probability Proportionate to Size (PPS) sample was drawn using this predicted turnout estimate such that voters with a higher probability of voting have a higher probability of being selected in the sample.  Thus, the final sample accurately approximates a population of general election voters. To correct for non-response and minimize the likelihood of coverage error, the responses to this survey were weighted according to turnout probability, City Council district, registered party, gender, and age to reflect the likely voter population within Salt Lake City.

Sampling error is only one possible source of error in survey research. Results can also be affected by measurement error (e.g. question wording and question order), coverage error (e.g. counting as “likely voters” survey respondents who will not vote), and non-response error (e.g. the people who responded to the survey are systematically different from people who refused or were not reachable). 

The Utah Political Trends Panel is a partnership between Y2 Analytics and UtahPolicy.com. We are committed to providing transparent public opinion data so that policy makers, social scientists, journalists, teachers, and students may better-understand Utah and its unique political landscape.


CONTACT

For more information, please contact Kelly Patterson or Kyrene Gibb at:

Kelly Patterson, Ph.D., kelly@y2analytics.com
Kyrene Gibb, kyrene@y2analytics.com

Y2 Analytics
15 West South Temple Ste. 1630
Salt Lake City, Utah 84101
801-406-7877



QINTRO.	Welcome to the Utah Political Trends Panel, sponsored by Utah Policy and Y2 Analytics. As a member of this panel, you will have the opportunity to share your opinions on many of the most important topics in Utah politics and society. This survey deals with issues important to residents of Salt Lake City. 
 
We highly value your time and opinions. Please note that your participation is voluntary and that all your answers will remain strictly confidential. Most people will complete the survey in less than 10 minutes. If you exit the survey before completion, you will be able to resume it at a later time. 
 
To begin the survey, click on the “ → ” button below. During the survey you can use the navigation button on the bottom of the screen to advance questions. If during the survey you do not see the button, scroll down until you see it.
	
	
	
	
	




QNEWSFREQ.	How often do you read the news (either online or in print) about current events and politics in Utah? 
(n = 751)
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Daily or more often
	62%
	

	
	A few times a week
	21
	

	
	Once a week
	4
	

	
	A few times a month
	7
	

	
	Once a month or less often
	6
	




QSCREEN.	Do you currently live in Salt Lake City? (n = 751)
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Yes
	100%
	

	
	No (TERMINATED)
	*
	

	
	Don't know (TERMINATED)
	*
	




QQUALITY.	All things considered, on a scale from 0 to 100, with 0 being very low and 100 being very high, how would you rate your overall quality of life in Salt Lake City?
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Average quality of life
	79.5/100
	

	
	0-10
	<1%
	

	
	11-25
	<1
	

	
	26-50
	5
	

	
	51-75
	24
	

	
	76-90
	55
	

	
	91-100
	15
	




QVOTELIKELIHOOD. Have you already voted or do you plan to vote in the November election for the Mayor of Salt Lake 
        City? (n = 751)
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Yes
	96%
	

	
	No
	2
	

	
	I do not know
	2
	




QBALLOT1.	If the November election for the Mayor of Salt Lake City were being held today, and you had to choose, would you vote for Erin Mendenhall or Luz Escamilla? (ROTATED CANDIDATE NAMES, n = 745)
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Erin Mendenhall
	46%
	

	
	Luz Escamilla
	33
	

	
	I do not know
	20
	

	
	I am not going to vote for Mayor (SKIPPED TO QQUALITIES)
	1
	




(IF QBALLOT1 = Erin Mendenhall OR Luz Escamilla, SHOWN QBALLOT2) 

QBALLOT2.	Would you say you are definitely voting for [SELECTED CANDIDATE] or could you still change your mind? (n = 607)
	
	
	
	
	

	
	[SELECTED CANDIDATE], definitely
	65%
	

	
	[SELECTED CANDIDATE], but I could change my mind
	35
	




(IF QBALLOT1 = I do not know, SHOWN QBALLOT3)

QBALLOT3.	Suppose the election were today and you had to choose. Would you lean toward voting for [CANDIDATE1] or [CANDIDATE2? (ROTATED CANDIDATE NAMES, n = 114)
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Lean toward Erin Mendenhall
	44%
	

	
	Lean toward Luz Escamilla
	56
	












QBALLOTRANGE.	RECODED MAYORAL BALLOT (n = 745)
	
	
	
	
	

	
	TOTAL Erin Mendenhall
	53%
	

	
	     Erin Mendenhall, definitely
	31
	

	
	     Erin Mendenhall, could change mind
	14
	

	
	     Lean toward Erin Mendenhall
	8
	

	
	TOTAL Luz Escamilla
	43%
	

	
	     Luz Escamilla, definitely
	20
	

	
	     Luz Escamilla, could change mind
	13
	

	
	     Lean toward Luz Escamilla
	10
	

	
	UNDECIDED/NOT VOTING FOR MAYOR
	4
	




QDECISIONTIMING.	How long before today did you decide how you were going to vote in the race for Salt Lake City Mayor between Erin Mendenhall and Luz Escamilla? (n = 742)
	
	
	
	
	

	
	I am still deciding
	25%
	

	
	In the last few days
	8
	

	
	Sometime in the last week or two
	10
	

	
	Earlier in October
	14
	

	
	Sometime in September
	20
	

	
	Earlier than September
	24
	


























QQUALITIES.	For each of the following statements, please indicate whether the statement best describes Erin Mendenhall or Luz Escamilla.

	(RANDOMIZED STATEMENTS)
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Erin Mendenhall
	Luz Escamilla
	Both equally

	
	Gets things done (n=680)
	29%
	18
	54

	
	Cares about people like me (n=679)
	24
	21
	55

	
	Is honest and trustworthy (n=681)
	17
	17
	66

	
	Works well with others (n=682)
	20
	18
	62

	
	Has the right experience to be a mayor (n=689)
	33
	18
	49

	
	Is a good administrator (n=682)
	30
	18
	52

	
	Shares my beliefs (n=674)
	36
	23
	41




QIDEOERIN.	On most political matters, do you consider Erin Mendenhall: (n = 743)
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Strongly conservative
	1%
	

	
	Moderately conservative
	9
	

	
	Neither, middle of the road
	13
	

	
	Moderately liberal
	40
	

	
	Strongly liberal
	16
	

	
	Do not know/not sure
	21
	




QIDEOLUZ.	On most political matters, do you consider Luz Escamilla: (n = 744)
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Strongly conservative
	2%
	

	
	Moderately conservative
	12
	

	
	Neither, middle of the road
	16
	

	
	Moderately liberal
	40
	

	
	Strongly liberal
	11
	

	
	Do not know/not sure
	20
	



QPRIMVOTED.	Many people were too busy or otherwise unable to vote in the August 2019 primary election for Mayor of Salt Lake City. Did you vote in that election? (n = 751)
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Yes, I voted in the August primary election for Mayor
	76%
	

	
	No, I did not vote in the August primary election for Mayor
	11
	

	
	No, I usually vote but didn't this time
	10
	

	
	I do not remember whether or not I voted
	2
	




(IF QPRIMVOTED = Yes, I voted in August primary election for Mayor, SHOWN QPRIMBALLOT)

QPRIMBALLOT.	Who did you vote for in the primary election for Mayor of Salt Lake City?  (n = 613)

	RANDOMIZED CANDIDATES
	
	
	
	
	

	
	David Garbett
	15%
	

	
	David Ibarra
	7
	

	
	Erin Mendenhall
	29
	

	
	Jim Dabakis
	16
	

	
	Luz Escamilla
	23
	

	
	Rainer Huck
	1
	

	
	Richard Goldberger
	1
	

	
	Stan Penfold
	8
	




QMAYORAPPROVAL.	Thinking back over the past four years, do you approve or disapprove of the job Jackie Biskupski has done as Mayor of Salt Lake City?  (n = 745)
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Strongly approve
	6%
	

	
	Somewhat approve
	41
	

	
	Somewhat disapprove
	32
	

	
	Strongly disapprove
	21
	














QISSUES.	Please indicate how important or unimportant the following issues facing Salt Lake City are to you.

	(RANDOMIZED STATEMENTS)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Extremely important
	Very important
	Somewhat important
	Not very important
	Not at all important

	
	Public transportation (n=749)

	35%
	42
	18
	4
	1

	
	Crime / drugs (n=750)

	44
	35
	18
	3
	<1

	
	Downtown development (n=749)

	16
	32
	41
	11
	1

	
	Education (n=750)

	63
	25
	9
	2
	<1

	
	Economic growth (n=751)

	25
	40
	28
	6
	1

	
	Air quality (n=750)

	76
	16
	6
	1
	<1

	
	Population growth (n=750)

	35
	33
	25
	6
	1

	
	West side development (n=749)

	19
	37
	35
	8
	1

	
	Diversity (n=748)

	32
	32
	22
	11
	3

	
	Affordable housing (n=750)

	50
	29
	17
	3
	1

	
	Road quality (n=750)

	33
	41
	24
	2
	*

	
	Homelessness (n=750)

	52
	36
	10
	1
	<1

	
	Inland Port (n=743)

	35
	20
	25
	9
	12

	
	Level of taxes (n=749)

	27
	38
	26
	9
	1










(ROTATED QMOOD SERIES)

QMOOD1.	How much do you agree or disagree with the following statement about Salt Lake City? 

 The Salt Lake City government is concerned about people like me. (n = 750)
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Strongly agree
	9%
	

	
	Somewhat agree
	38
	

	
	Neither agree nor disagree
	25
	

	
	Somewhat disagree
	20
	

	
	Strongly disagree
	9
	




QMOOD2.	How much do you agree or disagree with the following statement about Salt Lake City? 

 Salt Lake City is a great place to live. (n = 751)
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Strongly agree
	54%
	

	
	Somewhat agree
	36
	

	
	Neither agree nor disagree
	5
	

	
	Somewhat disagree
	4
	

	
	Strongly disagree
	<1
	




QMOOD3.	How much do you agree or disagree with the following statement about Salt Lake City? 

 I am pessimistic about the future of Salt Lake City. (n = 751)
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Strongly agree
	7%
	

	
	Somewhat agree
	23
	

	
	Neither agree nor disagree
	23
	

	
	Somewhat disagree
	26
	

	
	Strongly disagree
	22
	




QMOOD4.	How much do you agree or disagree with the following statement about Salt Lake City? 

 I am proud to call Salt Lake City my home. (n = 751)
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Strongly agree
	51%
	

	
	Somewhat agree
	34
	

	
	Neither agree nor disagree
	10
	

	
	Somewhat disagree
	4
	

	
	Strongly disagree
	1
	




QPORT1.	In 2018, the Utah State Legislature passed a bill that created the Utah Inland Port Authority and then determined the land on which the Inland Port Authority would have jurisdiction. The Inland Port will be located in the Northwest Quadrant of Salt Lake City out near the Salt Lake City International Airport. The Inland Port covers over 16,000 acres of land and will be developed to facilitate the shipment of goods and commerce.  Some people have argued that because the Inland Port will create pollution and traffic, it should not be developed. Others argue that because the Inland Port will create jobs and make Utah a regional economic hub, it should be developed. Which statement comes closest to your view? (n = 729)
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Because the Inland Port will create pollution and traffic, it should not be developed.

	63%
	

	
	Because the Inland Port will create jobs and make Utah a regional economic hub, it should be developed.
	37
	




QPORT2.	Please indicate to what extent you agree or disagree with the following statements:

	(RANDOMIZED STATEMENTS)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Strongly agree
	Somewhat agree
	Neither agree nor disagree
	Somewhat disagree
	Strongly disagree

	
	The Inland Port should not be developed. (n=748)

	41%
	17
	14
	16
	12

	
	The Inland Port is good for the long-term future of Salt Lake City. (n=745)

	12
	22
	17
	19
	30

	
	The State Legislature was not the appropriate place to create the Inland Port Authority. (n=742)

	44
	19
	25
	6
	5

	
	The Salt Lake City Council did the right thing by cooperating with the Utah State Legislature. (n=737)

	12
	25
	29
	19
	15

	
	The Inland Port will ruin Salt Lake City’s quality of life. (n=746)
	22
	31
	21
	16
	11






HELD FOR FUTURE RELEASE


HELD FOR FUTURE RELEASE


HELD FOR FUTURE RELEASE


HELD FOR FUTURE RELEASE
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QCANDIDATERELIGION.	Have you seen, read, or heard anything about the religion of the two remaining candidates in   the race for Mayor of Salt Lake City? (n = 751)
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Yes
	50%
	

	
	No
	32
	

	
	I do not recall
	18
	






QDEMOSINTRO. You are nearly done. The rest of the questions are to ensure we have a group of people in the panel 
  that represent Salt Lake City overall. Remember that your answers will only ever be reported in groups, 
  never individually. 
	
	
	
	
	




QSEX.	Which of the following best describes how you think of yourself? (n = 751)
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Male
	46%
	

	
	Female
	53
	

	
	In another way, please specify if you wish:
	1
	




QTIMELIVED.	How long have you lived in Salt Lake City? (n = 750)
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Less than a year
	1%
	

	
	1-3 years
	5
	

	
	4-6 years
	9
	

	
	7-9 years
	6
	

	
	10-14 years
	8
	

	
	15-19 years
	8
	

	
	20-24 years
	9
	

	
	25-29 years
	8
	

	
	30-34 years
	9
	

	
	35-39 years
	7
	

	
	40-49 years
	13
	

	
	50 years or more
	19
	




QPARTYID.	Generally speaking, do you think of yourself as a Republican, a Democrat, an independent or something else? (n = 750)
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Republican
	14%
	

	
	Democrat
	39
	

	
	Independent
	31
	

	
	No preference
	9
	

	
	Other, please specify:
	6
	

	
	Do not know/not sure
	1
	










(IF QPARTYID = Republican OR Democrat SHOWN QINTENSE)

QINTENSE.	Would you call yourself a strong [Republican/Democrat] or a not very strong [Republican/Democrat]? (n = 459)
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Strong
	71%
	

	
	Not very strong
	24
	

	
	Do not know/not sure
	5
	



(IF QPARTYID NOT Republican OR Democrat SHOWN QLEAN)

QLEAN.		Do you think of yourself as closer to the Republican or the Democratic Party? (n = 291)
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Republican
	16%
	

	
	Democratic
	52
	

	
	Neither
	27
	

	
	Do not know/not sure
	5
	




PARTY7.	PARTY IDENTIFICATION COLLAPSED & RECODED (n = 750)
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Strong Republican
	8%
	

	
	Not very strong Republican
	6
	

	
	Independent leaning Republican
	6
	

	
	Independent/Other/No preference
	20
	

	
	Independent leaning Democrat
	21
	

	
	Not very strong Democrat
	9
	

	
	Strong Democrat
	30
	




QIDEOLOGY.	On most political matters do you consider yourself: (n = 748)
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Strongly conservative
	6%
	

	
	Moderately conservative
	15
	

	
	Neither, middle of the road
	22
	

	
	Moderately liberal
	33
	

	
	Strongly liberal
	24
	

	
	Do not know/not sure
	1
	










QYEARBORN.	What year were you born? (RECODED INTO AGE CATEGORIES, n = 736)
	
	
	
	
	

	
	18-34
	17%
	

	
	35-44
	16
	

	
	45-54
	16
	

	
	55-64
	22
	

	
	65+
	29
	




QEDOFR.	What is the last year of school you completed? (n = 751)
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Some high school or less
	1%
	

	
	High school graduate
	4
	

	
	Some college
	15
	

	
	College graduate
	39
	

	
	Post graduate degree (e.g. MA, MBA, LLD, PhD)
	38
	

	
	Vocational school or technical school
	3
	




QEMPLOY.	What is your employment status? (n = 750)
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Self-employed
	15%
	

	
	Employed by someone else
	52
	

	
	Unemployed
	2
	

	
	Homemaker
	5
	

	
	Retired
	25
	

	
	Student
	2
	




QRELIGION.	What, if any, is your religious preference? (n = 737)
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Mormon or LDS
	29%
	

	
	Protestant [e.g. Baptist, Methodist, etc.]
	7
	

	
	Roman Catholic
	7
	

	
	Jewish
	1
	

	
	Other Christian
	7
	

	
	Muslim/Islamic
	<1
	

	
	Other non-Christian
	2
	

	
	Agnostic/Atheist
	18
	

	
	None
	26
	

	
	Do not know/not sure
	2
	






(IF QRELIGION NOT Agnostic/Atheist OR None OR Do not know/not sure, SHOWN QGOCHUR2)

QGOCHUR2.	How active do you consider yourself in the practice of your religious preference? Would you say you are... (n = 389)
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Very active
	44%
	

	
	Somewhat active
	22
	

	
	Not very active
	18
	

	
	Not active
	14
	

	
	Prefer not to say
	3
	




RELACTIVE.	RELIGIOUS PREFERENCE & ACTIVITY LEVEL, COLLAPSED AND RECODED (n = 737)
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Very active LDS
	20%
	

	
	Less active LDS
	7
	

	
	Not active LDS
	2
	

	
	Very active Christian (non-LDS)
	4
	

	
	Less active Christian (non-LDS)
	13
	

	
	Not active Christian (non-LDS)
	5
	

	
	Very active non-Christian
	<1
	

	
	Less active non-Christian
	3
	

	
	Not active non-Christian
	1
	

	
	Agnostic/Atheist/None
	46
	




(IF QRELIGION NOT Mormon or LDS, SHOWN QMORMONTIES)

QMORMONTIES.	Do you have family members or close friends who are members of the LDS Church? (n = 548)
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Yes
	77%
	

	
	No
	23
	




(IF QRELIGION = Protestant OR Other Christian, SHOWN QBORNAGAIN)

QBORNAGAIN.	Would you describe yourself as a "born-again" or evangelical Christian, or not? (n = 102)
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Yes
	26%
	

	
	No
	74
	








QRELIGCHILD.	Thinking about when you were a child, in what religion were you raised, if any? (n = 739)
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Mormon or LDS
	46%
	

	
	Protestant [e.g. Baptist, Methodist, etc.]
	15
	

	
	Roman Catholic
	17
	

	
	Jewish
	1
	

	
	Other Christian
	6
	

	
	Muslim/Islamic
	<1
	

	
	Other non-Christian
	1
	

	
	Agnostic/Atheist
	1
	

	
	None
	11
	

	
	Do not know/not sure
	1
	






QRACE.	Are you...?
	
	
	
	
	

	
	White (n=675)
	91%
	

	
	Black (n=6)
	1
	

	
	Hispanic/Spanish American/Latino (n=35)
	6
	

	
	Asian (Japanese, Korean, Chinese, etc.) (n=17)
	2
	

	
	Pacific Islander (n=5)
	1
	

	
	Native American/American Indian (n=4)
	<1
	

	
	Other, please specify: (n=19)
	3
	




QINCOME.	What do you expect your 2019 family income to be? (n = 747)
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Under $25,000
	7%
	

	
	$25,000 - 34,999
	6
	

	
	$35,000 - 49,999
	7
	

	
	$50,000 - 74,999
	15
	

	
	$75,000 - 99,999
	13
	

	
	$100,000 - 124,999
	12
	

	
	$125,000 - 149,999
	7
	

	
	Over $150,000
	21
	

	
	Prefer not to say
	12
	




QFOLLOWUP.	As part of your participation in the Utah Political Trends Panel, a reporter may like to contact you when doing stories about the issues facing Utah. Would you be interested in being interviewed by a Utah Policy writer for a news story? Some of your answers to the survey may be shared with the reporter. 
 Your response to this question has no bearing on your membership in the Utah Political Trends Panel and we still welcome your voluntary, confidential participation as a panelist should you decline. (n = 749)
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Yes
	42%
	

	
	No
	58
	




QCONTACT.	Please enter your name, email address, and the phone number you would prefer Utah Policy to use to contract you regarding an interview for news stories. (OPEN-ENDED RESPONSES VERBATIM IN APPENDIX)





SLCCOUNCIL.	CITY COUNCIL DISTRICT FROM VOTER FILE (n = 751)
	
	
	
	
	

	
	SALT LAKE CITY COUNCIL 1
	9%
	

	
	SALT LAKE CITY COUNCIL 2
	6
	

	
	SALT LAKE CITY COUNCIL 3
	19
	

	
	SALT LAKE CITY COUNCIL 4
	13
	

	
	SALT LAKE CITY COUNCIL 5
	15
	

	
	SALT LAKE CITY COUNCIL 6
	22
	

	
	SALT LAKE CITY COUNCIL 7
	17
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